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NUMBER OF DISABLED YOUTH RISING
WISTAX SaysState’'sIncreaseAmong Highest in Nation

MADISON—T he percentage of Wisconsin’syouth, ages6to 21, identified asdisabled more
than doubled between 1976-77 and 1999-2000 from 3.5%t0 8.5%. Thiscomparesto anincreasefrom
5.2%109.1% nationwide. Accordingtoanew report fromtheWisconsin TaxpayersAlliance (WISTAX),
anonprofit government-research organi zation, Wisconsin, with a141.8% increase, wassixth inthe nation.
It was exceeded only by Vermont (295.6%), New Mexico (193.1%), New Hampshire (182.4%), Rhode
Island (146.1%) and M ontana (143.2%).

Using U.S. Department of Education datafrom 1976-77 to 1999-2000, WISTAX researchers
found that the number of youth identified asdisabled increased 114.3% over thetimeframe, compared to
71.2% nationwide. However, the sateremainsbel ow averagein the percentage of disabled youth. Changes
inthese numbers can be affected by state-specific definitions of each type of disability, WISTAX noted.

In addition to the 23-year changes, the report al so looked at recent trends. Between 1987-88
and 1993-94, the number of disabled youth nationwide grew at a2.5% annud rate, comparedto 4.4%in
Wisconsin. Intheensuing fiveyears, thenational rate was 3.0% per year, compared to Wisconsin's 3.4%.

WISTAX researchersfound that “ specificlearning disability” isthemost common disabling condi-
tioninthe state and the nation. It accountsfor morethan 47% of the state’ sdisabled youth. Between
1987-88 and 1999-2000, the number of youth with aspecificlearning disability rose 121.8%inthe state,
compared to 47.0% nationally.

In 1999-2000, “ other healthimpairment,” which includes attention deficit disorder, accounted for
4.5% of the state’ sdisabled youth. 1n 1987-88, it was0.3%. Nationally, the number of youthinthis

category hasrisen 450.6% since 1987-88. TheWisconsinincreasewas 2,754.2%.

For afree copy of the study, “Increasein Disabled Youth 6thin Nation,” writethe Wisconsin
TaxpayersAlliance, 335 W. Wilson St., Madison, WI 53703-3694, e-mail wistax@wistax.org or visit
www.wistax.org. I
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