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New WISTAX Textbook Prepares Studentsfor Active Citizenship
17th Edition of Framework Is State’' sOnly Civics Text

MADISON—With national test results showing only athird of high school seniors proficient
incivics, theWisconsin TaxpayersAlliance (WISTAX) recently released its 17th edition of Wisconsin's
only textbook on state and local government.

The Framework of Your Wisconsin Gover nment is aconvenient resource for helping stu-
dentsand citizenshonetheir civicsskills. For example, did you know that any part of Wisconsin not
inacity or villageispart of atown? Can you explain why Wisconsin cannot create its own currency
or signinternational treaties? Who werethe* Sewer Socialists’? And what isthe Wisconsin | dea?

If you’ re not acivics buff, you' re not alone. According to the 2006 National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP), only 28% of eighth graders could explain the historical purpose of the
Declaration of Independence, and just 45% of twelfth graders could explain themeaning of federalism.

InWisconsin, wheretest scoresare higher, if studentsareto become active citizens, they need
instructional content that coversstate and loca governments. WISTAX helpsensurethat withitslatest
edition of Framework. Since publishing thefirst edition in1955, WISTAX has updated The Frame-
work of Your Wisconsin Government regularly to reflect new state laws, changesin leadership, and
current trends.

From Wisconsin’s court system and due processto specia purpose districts and open meet-
ing laws, the new text hel ps students understand how governments operate, and what they can do to
participate. New insert sections al so encourage skill-building in research and economic analysis.

“It’salittle book with abig task. We' re proud of the contribution it makes in promoting
informed citizenship—acore part of the WISTAX mission for the past 75 years,” noted Todd Berry,
President of WISTAX.

Asatrusted part of the civics curriculum in hundreds of schoolsthroughout the state, the new
Framework offersteachersauseful tool for meeting Wisconsin Model Academic Standardsfor social
Sudies.
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Targeted for high school, the new text isused also in middle schools, technical colleges, and
universities, and by immigrants studying for their citizenship exam. WISTAX islooking for sponsorsto
help distribute the book to public librariesthroughout the state.

Aspart of itscommitment to citizen education, the nonprofit, nonpartisan WISTAX also offersa
lecture servicefor schoolsand community groupsas part of itscommitment to citizen education. WISTAX is
celebratingits 75th anniversary thisyear.

Copiesof The Framework of Your Wisconsin Gover nment can be obtained by writing WISTAX,
401 North LawnAve., Madison, W1 53704-5033, or e-mailing wistax@wistax.org. Thesingle-copy priceis
$3.00, plustax. Schools can purchase classroom sets of 15 or more for $2.25 per copy. For more
information, call WISTAX at 608.241.9789. O

(Editor’'s Note: An electronic version of this release is available at www.wistax.org.)



